HENRY IV OF FRANCE
With the opening of the XVIIth Century the
Reformation enters its second phase. Its first
had been a universal struggle to determine
whether the Faith should be retained by all
Europe or lost by all Europe. The struggle had
been accompanied in Spain by violent repressions,
in the Germanies by local conflicts, compromises
and conferences, in France by violent civil war.
In England the Faith had been worsted by the
consistant pressure against it of government, and
with the loss of England (and Scotland under
English power) the chance of a complete victory
for Catholicism was lost. It was lost by 1606,
Henceforward we have in all Europe a second
phase more political and less religious than the
first: a division of Europe into two parts: Catholic
and Protestant, which gradually crystallized and
became permanent.
France fell after its exhausting civil war on to
the Catholic side: but not thoroughly. The
weakened combatants had ended by a compromise.
Henry IV of France was the typical figure of
the compromise. He is symbolic of the way in
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